


CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
Dear Friends, 
I am sure we all say the same thing – where has the year gone? 
Are we sure Christmas is once a year? Our Christmas fun edition 
will be out at the same time as this Newsletter. Thanks to Graham 
for his work in compiling these. 
With so many channels available on Freeview/Freestat and Sky we 
are inundated with adverts. Have you counted how many are Charity 
appeals? Some of the more obscure channels are full of them every 
commercial break – animals, babies, children, elderly, 
disease, water, schools, Third world, Red nose day, 
typhoon disease, earthquake relief. They are all worthy 
causes but if you donated the minimum they each ask for each month, you would 
need nearly £1500 pounds a month income just to cover the direct debits. Of 
course, it won’t stop there as you will be plagued with requests to increase your 
donations, pay ‘one off’ extra’s etc. I feel so sorry for the confused or mentally 
ill who take these requests on board. I feel guilty enough as it is. I admit, should 
a particular Charity appeal to me, I look up what the Company expenses are and 
how much is paid to the higher Executives. It is a real eye opener. Look up one 
of your favourites and if you don’t agree, tell the Company Board why you are 
not going to donate. It is the only way we will get the expenses down to a 
reasonable level. 
But, to get to the point at last, other than Stonewall do we see an advertising to 
help LGBT? No, because we fund raise amongst ourselves. So what brought me 
to this point – well, some friends went to Thailand and brought back some local 
gay leaflets. In one there was a story why Pattaya is flooded with sex workers. 
Many are refugees from Mayamar (Burma) as well as Laos and Cambodia. They 
have fled warn torn countries where a common tactic is to destroy whole 
villages, either killing those who flee or making them in to slaves. These refuges 
are mainly men and work as illegals for under £5 a day. They work in the Gay 
bars at night to earn enough to live, regardless of their sexuality. Which of 
course is a problem in a different way here. Men of different cultures come to 
this country pretending to be gay when they have left wives and children behind 
to save themselves. Yet, there are people, members of our own group, who have 
been turned down for asylum despite being true to their sexuality and proving 
themselves to be honest, law abiding people who would make good citizens of 
this country. It doesn’t figure. 
Anyway, when I started this letter all I wanted to do was bring to everyone’s 
attention the plight of people all over the world, particularly LGBT, who will not 
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Young People's Social Group 

GAY-GLOS Aims to provide a safe meeting place for LGBT young people (and 
those exploring their sexual orientation) aged between 14 to 18 years old in the 
county of Gloucestershire. 
We meet 12:00 midday to 3:00pm every second Saturday in Gloucester. The 
group is free to join and we are able to help those who need it with transport 
costs.  
Contact via our Website www.gay-glos.org or email to youth@gay-glos.org or 
leave a message on 07903 472899 and we will call you back. 

National AIDS Helplines 
 

“You can ask what you want to ask” 
0800567123 

Gloucestershire Pride 2018 

Once again the GGLC rolled out the Tombola stall for the Gloucester Pride 
2018. On the Thursday Group meeting, prior to the Pride, the donations of 
bottles for the tombola were sorted and tickets attached. We had a good turn out 
of members to help on the Thursday evening and on the day. We all arrived early 
to set up the gazebo and all that goes with it. Unfortunately once again the 
weather for the Pride was the usual showers and of course wind. The gazebo 
took some effort at times to hold down. The selling of tickets got off to a slow 
start as usual but as the day progressed uptake took off. I think all members 
helping on the stall had a good time and by late afternoon everything had been 
won. 

 We felt the Pride itself gets better each year. We did not have much time to get 
around the site ourselves. What we did do we enjoyed. We thought the number 
of people who came to the event was good considering the poor weather. 

Many thanks to everybody who donated bottles for the Tombola stall. 

R & M. 

be able to celebrate Christmas in any comfort or who live in fear of their lives. 
Do you know someone on their own Christmas Day or who could do with a 
warm meal – a little friendship goes a long way. 
On behalf of the Committee and myself we wish you a wonderful Christmas 
and a New Year that brings all you want for yourself. 
In friendship 
Michael x 
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Membership update 
We have 52 group members. This is the same number as the previous report 
September 2018. As you can see numbers are holding steady at this time. We 
have 4 new members these being Sarah W, Carolyn F, Tom G, and David H. 
A very warm welcome to you all. 
Rob P. 
Membership secretary. 

PRISM 
PRISM has recently relaunched. It is a group for LGBT+ people who work for the City and 
County councils. Gloucester City Council has unanimously passed a motion of all party 
support. GGLC has supported the setting up of PRISM. 

FILTON AND CONCORDE 
Saturday 23rd March 2019 
After such impressive comments in the press, we have decided to run GGLC trip 
to Filton, near Bristol, to visit the Aerospace Museum and Concorde. I went 
earlier in 2018 and can recommend it. We will make a block booking to get a 
discount and their will be a small GGLC Members discount. 
It was decided we would use our own transport and there are several who will 
offer lifts. 
If you are interested please give your name to Michael CH (Chair) or email him 
using the group email address. Names and payment will need to be in by 20th 
February. The likely charge will be £10 plus share of petrol. 
I do remember the café there is very expensive. 
It will be a good day out. Don’t forget the deadline. 
M 

RUMMIKUB EVENING 
Last week the group held another Rummicub (board game) evening which again 
was great fun. 
There were 2 experienced players with 1 or 2 people who had not played before 
on each table. It was quite an eye opener. One couple came prepared by looking 
up how to play on You tube. Very impressive. They were two of the three new 
players who won a game! 
Thanks to the more experienced for the patience and hope the newer players 
enjoyed the experience. There were calls for a repeat performance, so it must 
have gone well. 
M 



The GGLC Annual Dinner – A Review from a Couple of New Members! 
 
Having moved to Gloucestershire from Surrey only a few months previously and 
still feeling very much like the ‘new kids in town’, the GGLC had been one of 
the few places we’d been where the welcome was warm right from the 
beginning. As it was, we were very much looking forward to attending our first 
GGLC Annual Dinner. 
Not really knowing what to expect (and having both attended some quite raucous 
events in the past), we decided to leave the car behind and travel to the venue by 
public transport. This didn’t turn out to be the wisest of choices on two levels – 
firstly we ended up at the back of a very long bus queue of merry Cheltenham 
racegoers and secondly it turned out to be the coldest night of the year so far! 
Despite these ‘challenges’ we arrived at the venue, Gupshill Manor, in time for a 
quick aperitif before sitting down for dinner. 
The impressive Gupshill Manor was built in the 15th Century on the site of the 
earlier Globes Hall. The Manor was at the heart of the battle of Tewkesbury, 
supposedly one of the bloodiest battles of the War of the Roses. Luckily no 
bloodshed could be seen during this evening, only a room full of very smartly 
dressed attendees! 
As the tasty food was served, a hush descended over the table. Soon, the sound 
of cutlery was only interspersed by the gentle hum of conversation. The overall 
view and evidence from numerous empty plates, seemed to suggest that 
everyone had enjoyed their meal. The raffle afterwards was a big success with 
much glee expressed and some super prizes being won. 
Michael, the Chair of the GGLC stood up and shared a few words and told a 
couple of ‘wonderful’ jokes. Part of Michael’s speech was to request a few 
moments of reflection from us all. This quiet time was to consider the plight of 
others members of the LGBT community around the world that do not enjoy the 
freedoms we have and are still persecuted because of their sexuality. 
On the way home, (we made the last bus!), Carolyn and I reflected on the 
evening. We were both genuinely touched by the sense of warmth and friendship 
we had seen and experienced. The evening included GGLC members that don’t 
necessarily attend every meeting but were still very much part of the group and 
who took the opportunity to catch up with old friends. On a personal note, I very 
much hope that this will be the first of many GGLC Annual Dinners that we 
attend over the coming years. 
Sarah & Carolyn  



 NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

Notice is hereby given of the  
Annual General Meeting  

of the 
 Gloucestershire Gay and Lesbian Community 

 on 
 Thursday 25th April 2019 at 7.30pm prompt 

(doors open 7.00pm)  
at the Friends Meeting House, 

Gloucester  
 
 

NOMINATION FORM 
AGM—25th April 2019 

 

I (print name)…………………………… hereby 
nominate …………………………………(print name) 
for the following positions): 

Chairman                        [    ] 
Treasurer                        [    ] 
Secretary                        [    ] 
Committee Member        [    ] 
Newsletter Editor            [    ] 

 
Signed (proposer) …………………………………….. 
Signed (nominee) …………………………………….. 
 
NB Both the proposer and nominee must be 
members of the GGLC and the nominee must have 
been a member for the requisite period of time as set 
out in the Constitution. 



GGLC Membership Payments  
 
GGLC members have 4 choices when paying their membership, 

1 BACS 
2 CASH 
3 Cheque 
4 Pay-Pal 

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS for those who use internet 
banking, this way we get our money promptly and the members don’t have to 
wait for their cheques to clear the bank. 
Cash and cheques can be paid in person at any meeting, however due to us only 
meeting once a month now, cheques may not be paid into our bank very quickly 
and could possibly take a few weeks before they clear the member’s bank.  
The other option is to pay by Pay-Pal but by using this method GGLC loose a 
percentage of the money through administration costs. So please pay by BACS if 
you can or cash at our meetings. 
Many Thanks, Julie, Treasurer. 

NORTH SOMERSET LGBT FORUM 
This group is a voluntary forum whose aims are to provide a voice for the LGBT 
Community of North Somerset and to be the “go” organisation for the LGBT for 
their community.  They are looking at social activities and celebration of LGBT 
life and ideas of what the community would like to see happening, particularly in 
and around Weston Super Mare.  If you can help or are interested please get in 
touch with Nigel at nigel.nslgbtforum@gmail.com 

Raffle 
 

The Raffle takes place during our Thursday Coffee and Chat evenings, .  
Don’t forget to bring your money and all donations for prizes gratefully 

accepted.  

This is one of the few fund raising events for our group 

WEBSITE 
It has taken some time for the new Website to be completed. But we are getting 
towards closure now and hope it will be up and running by year end. I was due 
to meet the programmers last week but unfortunately was taken ill and felt too 
poorly to attend. We are due to meet again next week. I will keep you up to date 
in the next Newsletter and at Group Meetings. 
M  



Changes in my Lifetime—Musings by Howard, a serialised account 
 
In 1980 The Criminal Justice) Scotland Act decriminalised homosexual acts 
between two men over 21 years of age in private in Scotland. The Self Help 
Association for Transsexuals (SHAFT) was formed and later became known as 
Gender Dysphobia Trust International (GDTI). The first Black Gay and Lesbian 
Group was formed in the UK. Lionel Blue became the first British rabbi to come 
out as gay. 
In 1981 the European Court of Human Rights struck down Northern Ireland’s 
criminalisation of homosexual acts between consenting adults. The first UK case 
of AIDS was recorded. 
On 1st November 1982 the Cheltenham-Gloucester CHE Group became the 
Gloucestershire Gay Community (GGC). 
In 1982 The Homosexual Offences (Northern Ireland) Order decriminalised 
homosexual acts between two men over 21 in private in Northern Ireland. Terry 
Higgins died of AIDS in St Thomas’ Hospital in London. His friends and partner 
Martyn Butler set up the Terry Higgins Trust which became the Terrence Higgins 
Trust. 
In 1983 Guernsey, Alderney, Herm and Sark decriminalised homosexuality. 
In 1984 Chris Smith MP came out as gay. He was the Labour MP for Islington 
South and Finsbury and at that time I was living in Islington. Lesbians and Gays 
Support the Miners was launched. 
In 1985 Body Positive was set up. This was a London support group for those 
affected by HTLV-3 and AIDS. Health Minister Kenneth Clarke enacted powers 
to detain people with AIDS in hospital against their will. 
In 1988 Section 28 of the Local Government Act came into force and similar 
legislation was introduced in Scotland. Sir Ian McKellen came out on Radio 3 in 
response. I remember being on a demonstration against section 28 and feeling 
intimidated by police on horseback. 
In 1989 Stonewall was set up to oppose Section 28 and other issues affecting 
equality. 
In 1990 following a number of gay murders hundreds of lesbians and gay men 
marched from the park where one of the victims had been killed to Ealing town 
hall and held a candlelit vigil. This led to the forming of Outrage who called for 
the police to start protecting gay men instead of arresting them. Later that year 
lesbian and gay police officers formed the Lesbian and Gay Police Association. 
Professional footballer Justin Fashanu came out as gay and subsequently 
committed suicide. Jersey decriminalised homosexuality. 
In 1991 I won a by-election in the London Borough of Hackney and joined the 
Lesbian and Gay Sub Committee which later merged into the Equalities 
Committee. I was a councillor for eleven years and during that time jointly 



HATE CRIMES AWARD 
 
The Gloucestershire Hate Crime Panel completed their first year and invited 
nominations for their Awards Competition. Little was known about the event 
until the evening of the presentation. 
Two members of our groups were nominated. Howard for his work on the Hate 
Crime Committee , representing the GGLC and promotion of the Hate Crime 
initiative. The other nomination was for Michael for his work as Chair of the 
GGLC for over 25 years. 
We were both invited to the Award Evening and there found we were both in the 
same category –Long Standing volunteer. The winner of the category was a lady 
(I have to admit have forgotten her name). She runs a group in Gloucester 
helping older people and creating a meeting place for them. It was a popular 
decision by the reaction of people who knew her. 
There were group and individual photo’s and some reporting in the press. 
Both of our Members were congratulated on their achievement and commitment 
and presented with a certificate. 
Congratulation to them both. 

chaired an equalities review in the London Fire and Civil Defence Authority of 
which I was a member for two years. In 1999, 25 years after starting the 
NALGO Gay Group, I attended a large LGBT conference of the successor union 
UNISON and spoke from the platform. By then I was in another trade union 
promoting LGBT rights. As a representative of TSSA I joined the TUC Lesbian 
and Gay Committee and worked with others to make it the LGBT Committee. 
In 1992 Europride was inaugurated in London and was attended by estimated 
crowds of over 100,000. 
In 1994 Edwina Curry MP introduced an amendment to lower the age of consent 
for homosexual acts from 21 to 16  This was defeated and the gay male age of 
consent was instead lowered to 18. I was amongst a number of people who 
staged a sit down outside Parliament. Also in 1994 the Isle of Man 
decriminalised homosexuality. It had previously repealed the sodomy laws. 
Charity Save the Children dropped Sandi Toksvig as compere of its 75th 
anniversary celebrations after she came out. Following a direct action protest by 
the Lesbian Avengers Save the Children apologised. 
 

And so the third part of this look at our history comes to an end. Do you 
remember any of these events? Send in your memories, and we will try to include 
them! The Editor 



FORTHCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
January 
1st Mark P 
7th David L 
25th Chris D 
27th Julie S 
29th John J 
30th Tom G 
31st Tony R 
 
February 
6th Graham V 
7th Sarah W 
13th Ian H 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 
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LGBT Humanists UK 

www.lgbthumanists.org.
uk/ 

 
OneBodyOneFaith 

Alan 0117 982 1512 
www.onebodyonefaith.

org.uk 

 
Jewish Lesbian & Gay 

Help Line 
Mon & Thurs 

020 7706 3123 
 

Gay Bereavement Project 
Helpline: 020 7403 5969 

Tuesday 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

 
Beaumont Society 

(Transgender Issues) 
www.beaumontsociety.

org.uk/ 

 
Transvestite Help Line 

Rita 
0117 951 4481 

Gay Girls of 
Gloucestershire 
07561 067888 

www.gaygirlsofglos.co.uk 

 
Gay Men’s Project 
West of England 
0117 955 1000 

Wiltshire and Swindon 
01793 695 300 

 
National LGBT Helpline 

0300 330 0630 
10am—10pm 

every day 

Gay Outdoor Club 
The national website is http://www.goc.org.uk so all you out-doors types log on 
and see what you could be getting involved in! 
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March 
7th Paul C 
29th Andrew D 
29th Trevor D 
30th Michael C H 
 
April 
2nd Paul L J 
8th Alan R 
9th Richard B 
16th Michael W 
18th Peter C 



GGLC’s SOCIAL 
CALENDAR  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

 

January 
3rd    Coffee, Chat and Raffle and Pride Prep! 
17th  Wrapped Auction 
 
February 
7th    Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
19th  Ten Pin Bowling 
 
March 
7th    Coffee, Chat, Raffle  
23rd  Filton Air Museum—Ticketed event! 
 

April 
4th    Coffee, Chat, Raffle 
25th  AGM 
 
 
Advanced Warnings and Notes! 
 
If anyone has an idea for a relevant day out, or just a 
day out people may enjoy, speak up, we need your 
ideas! 
 
10 pin Bowling on Tuesday 19th February. 7.00 pm.  Cost 
for 2 games plus shoes etc about £9. Cafe is open for  
burgers, snacks etc. 
 
Names to Michael CH (Chair) at Group or contact through  
Group email address 
 

The diary is subject to change  due to changes in circumstances,  
whim, Editor’s insanity and attacks by pigmy shrews… 
. 
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CONTACTING THE GGLC 
 

Gloucestershire Gay & Lesbian Community meets 1st Thursday 
monthly, from 7.30pm, in Gloucester city centre. A warm 
welcome is assured for everyone. For further details or 
directions please phone 07050 627273 or write to :- 

The Secretary, GGLC, c/o 50 Knowles Road,  
Gloucester GL1 4TP. (postal only) 

We also have our own website www.gglc.co.uk and the email 
address is info@gglc.co.uk  - several new members have 
contacted the Group this way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of any new venues opening, please let us know. 

Your Committee 
Chairman: Michael C-H.  
Vice-Chair: Chris D.  
Secretary: Peter C.  
Treasurer: Julie S. 
Membership Secretary: Dee H. 
Member: Howard H.. 
Member: Paul C. 
 
Newsletter Editor: Graham V. 

STOP PRESS 
 

Please note—pre-booked or pre-paid events are that way so that venues can be 
given numbers and people arranging events are not left out of pocket. Unlike 
our regular monthly meetings, dropping in at the event is not permitted. 
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