


CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
 

Hi everyone, 
Today is one of those beautiful days when it is warm but 
not too warm, a breeze but not too blowy – just right for 
sitting out with a cool drink on a lawn that doesn’t need 
cutting! 
I wish! – the weather is right but too much work to do. 
Graham had to phone and remind me again that my 
contribution to the Newsletter was overdue. 
So, what’s been happening? Well, Gloucestershire Pride are re-
establishing themselves due to the success of the last few Prides. 
Howard and I have followed proceedings and voted at meetings on 
behalf of the GGLC and ourselves. 
A couple of weeks ago the weather was great for the Summer Picnic. It 
was a shame the turn out was not so good especially as one person had 
to leave early. Me! I had the most awful Sciatica and it became 
excruciating trying to sit at the Picnic. I had to be helped to the car and 
was out of it for a while – thank you to those who were so kind to help. 
It is still bad and on a “banned substance” from the GP whilst trying to 
get over it.  
Luckily, if that is the word it didn’t start until late June, after my 
Inauguration. For those attending the Group you will be aware I was 
sworn in as the new President of the Ancient Order of Foresters known 
as Foresters Friendly Society A national company and nothing to do 
with the Forest of Dean. It was a lovely day with masses of support and 
very touching with all the nice things said. The regalia is very post and 
heavy to wear. A gold hunters watch comes with the ensemble just to 
add the finishing touch. 
There are many duties during my year of office, mainly admin and 
Chairing meetings that are sub-groups to the Board. I choose my own 
Charity for the year and it is Rays of Sunshine for Children. A 
wonderful charity and do look it up on line. I am going to need help 
during the year to raise funds and hope I can rely on you. My aim is to 
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GGLC Membership Payments  
 
GGLC members have 4 choices when paying their membership, 
1 BACS 
2 CASH 
3 Cheque 
4 Pay-Pal 

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS for those who use 
internet banking, this way we get our money promptly and the members 
don’t have to wait for their cheques to clear the bank. 
Cash and cheques can be paid in person at any meeting, however due to 
us only meeting once a month now, cheques may not be paid into our 
bank very quickly and could possibly take a few weeks before they 
clear the member’s bank.  
The other option is to pay by Pay-Pal but by using this method GGLC 
loose a percentage of the money through administration costs. So please 
pay by BACS if you can or cash at our meetings. 
Many Thanks, Julie, Treasurer. 

raise £75,000 – we can help a lot of children with that money. 
Foresters are great at Fundraising so fingers crossed. On Saturday 
September 28th there is a Fete at Lydbrook Tump and I need all “hands 
on deck”. If anyone can help for an hour, two or the afternoon, I would 
be so grateful. 
Sorry my letter is about me this time but hope you find it interesting. 
We have some great socials coming up so do book up and come along. 
In friendship 
Michael 
Chair 
Editor’s Note: Michael did send in a photograph with him in all the 
regalia he brought in to show us at one of the meetings. However, when 
I put it in the Newsletter so you could all see, the publishing program 
repeatedly crashed, not sure why…. 
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Membership update 
We have 58 GGLC members at this time. This figure is 5 up on the last 
newsletter report Spring Summer 2019. 
We have 7 total new members these being Yona E, Malik B, Kevin H, 
Mohammad G, Sergio F, Adalberto G and John B. 
 
A very warm welcome to you all ! 
 
Rob P. 

Local PRIDES, Events and Notable dates 
August 10th          Swindon & Wiltshire PRIDE 
September 14th    PRIDE in Gloucestershire 
September 21st     Worcestershire PRIDE 
September 23rd    BDOV—Bi Visibility Day 
October 11th         International Coming Out Day 
November 11th     Armistice Day 
November 12-19  International Trans Awareness Week 
November 17-24  National HIV Testing Awareness Week 
November 20th     TDOR—Transgender Day of Remembrance 
November 28th     Stonewall #RainbowLaces day 
The last few PRIDEs of the season are upon us, including our own on 
14th of September. This isn’t the end of things to get involved in 
though, as you can see by the list above. All of these have organisations 
behind them, people you can contact to help out or join in. The 
#RainbowLaces is to promote inclusively in sport, and with the recent 
news about a footballer who was going to come out but then due to a 
small amount of negative reaction changed their mind, it sounds like we 
need more support there. Maybe I will see if I have a pair of rainbow 
laces in the closet, which could do with an airing. 
Graham—Editor 



Young People's Social Group 
GAY-GLOS Aims to provide a safe meeting place for LGBT young 
people (and those exploring their sexual orientation) aged between 14 
to 18 years old in the county of Gloucestershire. 
We meet 12:00 midday to 3:00pm every second Saturday in Gloucester. 
The group is free to join and we are able to help those who need it with 
transport costs.  
Contact via our Website www.gay-glos.org or email to youth@gay-
glos.org or leave a message on 07903 472899 and we will call you 
back. 

Hope House Sexual Assault Referral Centre 
 
We had an email from Ava, who is a Crisis Worker at the Sexual Assault 
Referral Centre in Gloucestershire.  
They are looking to raise awareness of the service so that others know 
where to come to, if they have been raped or sexually assaulted. 
They offer practical and emotional support, as well as medical care, to 
anyone who has experienced sexual violence; regardless of gender, 
disability or sexual orientation- and you don’t have to have reported to 
the Police in order to receive their care. The team are made up of male 
and female crisis workers who work around the clock to offer tailored 
support to victims who access the service. The advice line is open 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week (0300 4218400).  
If you would like to find out more about the service: 
Phone: 0300 4218400 
E-mail: hopehousesarc@glos-care.nhs.uk 
Website: www.hopehousesarc.nhs.uk 
Facebook: @GloucesterSARC 
Twitter: @HopeHouseSARC 
Instagram: HopeHouseSARC 



Pride in Gloucestershire 
They are still looking for volunteers, any event needs people willing to help 
out, making it a safe, enjoyable day out for everyone. If you think you could 
be that person, contact them on the links below. 
They are also running various events to support and fund the main Pride, so 
check them out and see if there are any you want to go to. Of interest are the 
outreach drop in days in Cirencester (4th August) and Tewkesbury (18th 
August). These things need people to go to them if they are to be repeated or 
built on, so please do support them. 
Find them at the following websites: 
prideinglos.org.uk          https://en-gb.facebook.com/Prideinglos/ 

My Time as Sheriff. 
It was a privilege and honour to be Sheriff and Deputy Mayor of 
Gloucester for 2018-19. 
There were so many different events. 
I was proud to have spoken on the stage at Pride and at the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance. I also hosted a Sheriff’s Diversity Event. 
During the year there was the re-enactment of the funeral of Ehelfledd, 
the re-enactment of the ending of the siege of Gloucester, the 
anniversary of some women getting the vote and the Windrush 
celebrations. 
The Sheriff’s Assize of Ale was a good event going round the pubs of 
Gloucester for the civic charity. Thanks go to the Ale Connor, the Town 
Crier and others involved on the day. 
The Mayor and I hosted two children’s Christmas parties and took part 
in a number of civic events both in Gloucester and neighbouring towns. 
The Council has agreed the Shrievalty should continue. There are just 
15 city and town sheriffs left in England and Wales. 
We have raised thousands of pounds for the civic charity, the James 
Hopkins Trust, which provides care and support for Gloucestershire’s 
life limited and life threatened young children and their families. 
Howard H 



National AIDS Helplines 
 

“You can ask what you want to ask” 
0800567123 

NORTH SOMERSET LGBT FORUM 
This group is a voluntary forum whose aims are to provide a voice for the LGBT 
Community of North Somerset and to be the “go” organisation for the LGBT for 
their community.  They are looking at social activities and celebration of LGBT 
life and ideas of what the community would like to see happening, particularly in 
and around Weston Super Mare.  If you can help or are interested please get in 
touch with Nigel at nigel.nslgbtforum@gmail.com 

Raffle 
 

The Raffle takes place during our Thursday Coffee and Chat 
evenings, .  Don’t forget to bring your money and all donations for 

prizes gratefully accepted.  
This is one of the few fund raising events for our group 

PRISM 
PRISM has recently relaunched. It is a group for LGBT+ people who work for 
the City and County councils. Gloucester City Council has unanimously passed a 
motion of all party support. GGLC has supported the setting up of PRISM. 

Preparing for the Future 
Only a few weeks ago I lost a good friend. He had reached a good age 
and had a marvellous life with few regrets and I will miss him. It 
brought to the fore that I should do something to organise my own 
affairs, just in case. Romeo and I have just started the process of having 
our wills written. Naturally, although we started through one of the 
charity organisations, the complications in our situations mean a basic 
will is not sufficient, so we are paying a reasonable amount for the 
service. It will mean we will have security as we get older—the house 
was the main thing that needed settling– and that is worth it. I am also 
sorting through the pensions I have accumulated, if you are not careful 
they do tend to multiply (but always tiny!), and bought one of those 
notebooks to record all your life details. Oddly, it is not morbid, but 
comforting, knowing things are arranged neatly.     Graham, Editor 



Changes in my Lifetime—Musings by Howard, a serialised account 
 
In 2004 The Civil Partnership Act and The Gender Recognition Act were passed 
by the Labour Government.  At the time I was a volunteer with Stonewall. 
In 2005 The Adoption and Children Act 2002 came into force allowing 
unmarried and same-sex couples to adopt children for the first time. Twenty-four 
year old Jody Dobrowski is murdered on Clapham Common in a homophobic 
attack.  
In 2006 the Equality and Human Rights Commission was established by Act of 
Parliament. The age of consent is equalised and section 28 repealed in the isle of 
Man. 
In 2007 The Equality Act (Sexual Orientation) Reulations 2006 becomes law 
making it illegal to discriminate against lesbians and gay men in the provision of 
goods and services.  
In 2008 a new offence of incitement to homophobic hatred was created. 
In 2009 Prime Minister Gordon Brown made an official public apology on 
behalf of the British government for the way in which Alan Turing was 
chemically castrated  for being gay. Opposition leader David Cameron 
apologised on behalf of the Conservative Party for Section 28.  
In 2010 The Equality Act 2010 consolidated many previous pieces of legislation 
into one Act of Parliament. I was living in Hereford then and led on a submission 
in respect of the bill from a LGBT forum. 
In 2013 the coalition government unveiled its Marriage (Same Sex Couples) 
Bill)  2013. Liberal Democrat minister Lynne Featherstone worked hard in 
pushing through this legislation. She received support from the Prime Minister 
and Home Secretary. Also that year the Queen granted Alan Turing a 
posthumous pardon. 
In 2014 The Marriage (Same Sex Couples) Act 2013 came into force in England 
and Wales. Later that year legislation was passed in Scotland. Also that year the 
Queen praised the London Lesbian and Gay Switchboard for their 40 year 
history. This was the first time the Crown has ever publicly supported the 
LGBT+ community. The Northern Ireland Assembly voted narrowly in favour of 
gay marriage equality but any change in the law was vetoed by the DUP. The 
Royal Vauxhall Tavern became the first ever building in the UK to be given a 
special listing status based on its LGBT history. It was given Grade Two  listed 
status by the Department of Culture, Media and Sport. 
In 2016 there are 40 LGBT MPs in the UK parliament – the most in any 



parliament around the world. An openly gay Lord Mayor was sworn in in 
Manchester. Prince William became the first member of the royal family to 
appear on the cover of a gay magazine when he appeared on the cover of the 
July issue of Attitude. The Armed Forces Act 2016 finally repealed  “homosexual 
acts as a grounds of discharge from the armed forces”. 
In 2017 Andy Street became the UK’s first openly gay directly elected metro 
mayor. In the General Election six more LGBT+ MPs were elected to 
parliament. 
In my lifetime I have gone from being a closeted gay person to an openly gay 
politician at local level. I have worked with others for a better society where 
LGBT people achieve full liberation. I have been discriminated against at work 
and still experience homophobia.  
On my journey, I have come to realise that I was joined by those not LGBT but 
support our values. I have empathised with those who have suffered because of 
gender or race. 
I am glad of all the achievements so many have made for our cause. I am 
disappointed that trans people still have so many issues to overcome. 
There are still issues for gay people such as inequality in pensions.  
We have come a long way but it is not mission accomplished. Hate crimes occur 
and some people face a conflict between their faith and their sexual orientation. 
People can be isolated in rural communities. I am glad we have the organisations 
in Gloucestershire which offer support and places for people to socialise.  
I hope I have helped in my own way to make a difference over the years. I have 
not always got it right but I will continue to work with others till we fulfil the 
prophecy of Oscar Wilde: “Yes we shall win in the end; but the road will be long 
and red with monstrous martyrdoms” 
I always think of those in the world who are persecuted and killed because they 
are gay or trans.I encourage people to work with change.org and Amnesty 
International to help change the way things are. We also need to pressure the 
Home Office not to send LGBT asylum seekers back to countries where they 
face persecution. 
And so the final part of this look at our history comes to an end. Do you 
remember any of these events? Send in your memories, and we will try to include 
them! The Editor 
Note: Since this was originally written, there has been an up rise in the incidents 
of homophobia of all sorts, so Howard’s ending comments are very telling.  



FORTHCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
August 
19th Ian V 
21st Norina S 
30th Craig F 
 
September 
4th Neil W 
8th Mike B 
8th Jackie J 
11th Brian H 
15th Peter T 
19th Paulo L- T 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 
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LGBT Humanists UK 

www.lgbthumanists.org.
uk/ 

 
OneBodyOneFaith 

Alan 0117 982 1512 
www.onebodyonefaith.

org.uk 

 
Jewish Lesbian & Gay 

Help Line 
Mon & Thurs 

020 7706 3123 
 

Gay Bereavement Project 
Helpline: 020 7403 5969 

Tuesday 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

 
Beaumont Society 

(Transgender Issues) 
www.beaumontsociety.

org.uk/ 

 
Transvestite Help Line 

Rita 
0117 951 4481 

Gay Girls of 
Gloucestershire 
07561 067888 

www.gaygirlsofglos.co.uk 

 
Gay Men’s Project 
West of England 
0117 955 1000 

Wiltshire and Swindon 
01793 695 300 

 
National LGBT Helpline 

0300 330 0630 
10am—10pm 

every day 

Gay Outdoor Club 
The national website is http://www.goc.org.uk so all you out-doors types log on 
and see what you could be getting involved in! 
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October 
1st Peter S 
 
November 
1st Mamun K 
2nd Meg H 
18th Peter T 
 
December 
9th Howard H 
9th Robert N 
13th John W 



GGLC’s SOCIAL 
CALENDAR  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

 
 

August 
20th  Skittles 7.00pm at Gloucester Farmers Club. 
 
September 
1st     Rounders and Picnic, Minchinhampton 
5th Coffee, Chat and Raffle  
14th  PRIDE in Gloucestershire 
 
October 
3rd    Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
26th  Annual Dinner 
 
November 
7th    Coffee, Chat, Raffle  
Ten Pin Bowling, date to be announced 
 
Advanced Warnings and Notes! 
On Sunday 1st of September there is Rounders and 
a picnic at 1:00pm near Tom Long’s Post,  
Minchinhampton GL5 2PN, and of course there is 
the Annual Dinner on 26th October. The Dinner is 
ticketed, so keep in touch and get yours as early 
as possible! 
If anyone has an idea for a relevant day out, or just a 
day out people may enjoy, speak up, we need your 
ideas! 
 

The diary is subject to change  due to changes in circumstances,  
whim, Editor’s insanity and attacks by Malabar Giant Squirrels 
. 
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CONTACTING THE GGLC 
 

Gloucestershire Gay & Lesbian Community meets 1st Thursday 
monthly, from 7.30pm, in Gloucester city centre. A warm 
welcome is assured for everyone. For further details or 
directions please phone 07050 627273 or write to :- 

The Secretary, GGLC, c/o 50 Knowles Road,  
Gloucester GL1 4TP. (postal only) 

We also have our own website www.gglc.co.uk and the email 
address is info@gglc.co.uk  - several new members have 
contacted the Group this way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of any new venues opening, please let us know. 

Your Committee 
Chairman: Michael C-H.  
Vice-Chair: Chris D.  
Secretary: Peter C.  
Treasurer: Craig F. 
Membership Secretary: Rob P. 
Member: Howard H. 
Member: Julie S. 
 
Newsletter Editor: Graham V. 

STOP PRESS 
 

Please note—pre-booked or pre-paid events are that way so that venues can be 
given numbers and people arranging events are not left out of pocket. Unlike 
our regular monthly meetings, dropping in at the event is not permitted. 
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