


CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
 
The March Meeting was cancelled due to heavy snowfall. The 
roads were certainly not safe and Alan and I were snowed in until 
the Saturday.  
Howard kindly fought his way along the pavement and, at great 
personal suffering, managed to find his way into the pub! He met 
Paul there so it was an informal meeting of sorts. They left a note on 
the Meeting Room gates letting anyone, who did turn up, know where 
they were. Great thinking lads and hope it wasn’t too cold to down a 
pint! 
The April meeting was brilliant and more like the old 
days with 25 people present. It was encouraging to see some new people join us. 
Our guest speaker, Simeon gave us some interesting information on keeping 
your personal affairs in order. It is so easy to let these things lapse. 
International news was both heartening and heart breaking in turn. In some parts 
of the world, citizens have finally won the right to enter into same sex marriage 
or civil partnership. Congratulations. Yet, in Indonesia, two University Students 
boys are to receive a 100 lashes just because condoms were found in their room. 
It is assumed they were engaged in an intimate same sex relationship because of 
that. Unfortunately, they live in a Muslim area under Shaira Laws, hence the 
violent punishment. This created some discussion in group and one of the points 
that came out was tourism. If you plan to visit any country under Sharia Law,  
then think twice – there are safer places to visit. Search the internet and you can 
find out if a country is gay friendly.  
For those of you sporty types, it has been quite a year with the Olympics, 
ParaOlympics and now the Commonwealth games. LGBT althletes are saying 
this year has been the gayest friendly games ever. Special meeting rooms, 
contact boards etc have been made available and along with other countries, we 
have the most ‘out’ athletes ever. The world can see that sexuality makes no 
difference to a person’s ability and nobody is really bothered any more. Finally, 
the word is getting out. 
Our AGM is on the 26th April. The past year has seen a lot of changes for the 
Group. My hope is these will make the GGLC stronger and ensure its future in 
an ever changing world. As Chair and Committee we can only hope to leave the 
GGLC in a better position than when we found it. 
Take care 
With all best wishes 
Michael 
Chair 
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GGLC Wrapped Auction 2018 
 
On 10th January 2018, 18 of our members met for our Annual Wrapped Auction. 
As ever we had a wide range of donations of different sizes and value. The 
lowest winning bid was £1.05 and the highest being £11.00. A grand total of 
£263.00 was raised which is an increase of £12.05 on last year’s event. 
Many thanks to all who attended and donated their gifts, and of course for the 
very generous bids. This is always a fun evening and a very welcome boost to 
the group’s funds. 
Julie S. Treasurer 

NORTH SOMERSET LGBT FORUM 
This group is a voluntary forum whose aims are to provide a voice for the LGBT 
Community of North Somerset and to be the “go” organisation for the LGBT for 
their community.  They are looking at social activities and celebration of LGBT 
life and ideas of what the community would like to see happening, particularly in 
and around Weston Super Mare.  If you can help or are interested please get in 
touch with Nigel at nigel.nslgbtforum@gmail.com 

Raffle 
 

The Raffle takes place during our Thursday Coffee and Chat evenings, .  
Don’t forget to bring your money and all donations for prizes gratefully 

accepted.  

This is one of the few fund raising events for our group 

Out and Proud In Tewkesbury 
 
There is a new Lesbian and Bisexual women’s group in Tewkesbury called Out 
and Proud In Tewkesbury. 
They don’t have much of an online presence apart from a Facebook page but 
they are only just getting started. 
I have the facilitators phone number and I thought it would be great to try and 
include them on the google calendar. 
Is there a link I can send them so that they can update it? I can’t attend many of 
their meetings as they have them on Wednesdays but I am trying to share their 
content online via The Reading Group. 
Thank you 
Please check them out and spread the word J 
https://www.facebook.com/Out-Proud-in-Tewkesbury-291168671393023/ 
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Young People's Social Group 

GAY-GLOS Aims to provide a safe meeting place for LGBT young people (and 
those exploring their sexual orientation) aged between 14 to 18 years old in the 
county of Gloucestershire. 

We meet 12:00 midday to 3:00pm every second Saturday in Gloucester. The 
group is free to join and we are able to help those who need it with transport 
costs.  

Contact via our Website www.gay-glos.org or email to youth@gay-glos.org or 
leave a message on 07903 472899 and we will call you back. 

Membership update 
We have 53  Group members which is the same number as the previous 
newsletter report January 2018.  
We have 3 new members these being Mark P, Murlin K and Henry O. 
A warm welcome to you all ! 
Rob P. 
Membership secretary. 

PRIDE 2018 
 
A new Pride 2018 Committee has been formed and representatives from the 
GGLC went along. It appears the old Committee left debts that had to be cleared 
as Gloucestershire Pride 2017 was registered with the Charity Commission. 
The date is September 8th 2018, later than usual but time is needed to get 
everything together. We have decided to run our usual Bottle Tombola but we all 
need to start collecting donations. The Committee decided we will not be 
spending group funds on purchasing bottles so it all must be donations. If you 
have a supermarket or business near you or someone you know, please ask and 
see if they would be willing to donate anything. Let anyone on the Committee 
know. Mike B has offered to co-ordinate the final collection and stand on the 
day. 
Thanks 
M 

Cheltenham Midsummer Fiesta 
This is on the 7th of July this year and will be running from 12 to 9pm. We have 
had a presence at the Fiesta for several years and will be there again this year as 
part of the LGBT Partnership. Howard will be there, and anyone wanting to help 
out or just drop by will be welcome. 



Check out this link to Cheltenham Borough Council’s new LGBT page! 
http://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/200041/equality_and_diversity/295/
communities_of_interest/6 

GGLC Membership Payments  
 
GGLC members have 4 choices when paying their membership, 
1 BACS 
2 CASH 
3 Cheque 
4 Pay-Pal 

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS for those who use internet 
banking, this way we get our money promptly and the members don’t have 
to wait for their cheques to clear the bank. 
Cash and cheques can be paid in person at any meeting, however due to us 
only meeting once a month now, cheques may not be paid into our bank 
very quickly and could possibly take a few weeks before they clear the 
member’s bank.  
The other option is to pay by Pay-Pal but by using this method GGLC loose 
a percentage of the money through administration costs. So please pay by 
BACS if you can or cash at our meetings. 
Many Thanks, Julie, Treasurer. 

PRISM 
PRISM has recently relaunched. It is a group for LGBT+ people who work for 
the City and County councils. Gloucester City Council has unanimously passed a 
motion of all party support. GGLC has supported the setting up of PRISM. 

WEBSITE 
 
Hoorah. The new website is just about ready. It is up and on line for you to see, 
It might not be perfect yet but by the end of April it should all be up and running.  
I do hope you like the new format – more modern, eye catching and easy to 
operate. We have to thank Paulo and Peter who have been in charge of the 
programming and all the “IT” things that go into it. Between them, they have 
also had to explain to me what they meant on the more technical details! I had 
the ideas and plans but they are the ones who put it into action. 
We only heard a couple of days ago the site was up. The Committee will be 
checking thoroughly and reporting back, so we can put the final touches to it. 
Let us know what you think or any corrections/improvements you can see. 



AGM 
 
After a year of change it is time for you, the Members, to vote on the 
Committee you want for the next year. It is also your chance to give 
your voice to express what you want to see for the future. 
Howard has acted as my Vice Chair for some years now. He is 
instrumental in bringing the Group to the forefront of the LGBT 
Community and our involvement with planning and structure within the 
County. I know from speaking with his colleagues and peers how he is 
respected. His work has helped many Councils, Groups and individuals 
respect the voluntary work conducted by so many in the LGBT 
Community. Howard is in demand and other commitments mean he 
cannot continue in his role. He has therefore decided not to stand again 
at the end of his two year role this year. He will be missed on the 
Committee and may I take this opportunity to thank him for his support, 
tireless work and ideas. 
Rob has been our Membership Secretary for many years, he has said 
(again) that he would prefer to stand down if the role can be filled by 
someone else.  Trouble is, Rob is hard act to follow. If you are 
interested in joining the management Committee, please see one of the 
Committee. Membership is not a particularly onerous role, but you do 
need to react well with members, respect privacy and appreciate 
accuracy. Rob will explain more if you ask him. 
All Committee Members do a wonderful job, no matter what role they 
play 
As Chair, I am in the middle of my 2 year term. As you know, I did not 
expect to be in this role again. But, secretly, I think I am rather pleased 
and do enjoy helping to the run the Group and involvement in its’ 
future. 
All of the Committee Members and Newsletter Editor have expressed 
an interest to stand again. Please do support them and we need to fill the 
position of Vice Chair and a spare place if you are interested. We 
always encourage members to take a role within the group, so if you 
have an interest, please see any Committee Member and we would be 
delighted to give you more information.   
Michael 



Pride in Gloucestershire 2018 
 
Following the news that the charity that has organised the county's Pride events 
in the past has moved away running the annual Pride event, a new organisation 
"PRIDE in Gloucestershire" has been set up to run the county's PRIDE events 
going forward. We strongly believe that an annual PRIDE event is vitally 
important to the LGBTQ+ community as a means to bring us all together to 
celebrate being LGBTQ+ and promote equality, diversity and inclusion with the 
wider community.  
 
We are renewing our focus on community and seeking to engage with you all to 
ensure we deliver a Pride that meets what you want and need. As such we are 
now a membership organisation whereby people can become a member for a 
nominal fee of £2 per year and in return you get regular updates on what we 
discuss and decide about Pride and get invited to selected "open" committee 
meeting to question and discuss what we are doing. Our members also get 
discounted tickets to the fundraising events we run throughout the year. 
 
This year's PRIDE will take place on Saturday 8th September in Gloucester 
Park, whilst we appreciate the change in date is significant we need the extra 
time, since being formed in January, to put on a PRIDE that our community can 
be truly proud of. The parade will still take place before the Park event. Our 
theme this year is "Flying the Flag" and we aim to highlight and educate people 
that sexual orientation and gender identity is not "black and white, or even mid 
grey" so to speak, both are a wide spectrum of identities and orientations 
including Pansexual, Asexual, Intersex, Questioning to name but a few. 
 
All of the news on PRIDE can be found on our website www.prideinglos.org.
uk where you can also become a member and find out more about our 
fundraising events that are taking place. 

Latest Pride in Gloucestershire News 
 
Great news - we are now part of the Gloucester Lottery - why wait for the day 
that your postcode comes up in the Postcode lottery or rare change you will win 
big on the National Lottery. 
Gloucester Lottery tickets cost £1 each, you have a 1 in 50 chance of winning 
and 50p of your ticket goes straight to Pride in Gloucestershire.  
Tickets can be bought at the following web address: 
 

www.gloucesterlottery.co.uk/support/pride-in-gloucestershire 



Changes in my Lifetime—Musings by Howard, a serialised account 
 
At secondary school I was groped by a male teacher but in the late 1950’s and 
early sixties I could not do anything about it. Today it would have been different.  
When I was about 15, the John Vassall spy affair erupted. I remember being on a 
train with my parents and a tabloid newspaper showing a picture of a man saying 
“this is what a homosexual looks like”. I was rather naïve then and looked at the 
picture with interest and did not notice any difference to other men. What was I 
expecting to see?  
Growing up in the 1950’s and 1960’s heterosexuality was considered the norm 
and I was not aware of how to deal with interest I came to have in other young 
men who may well have been heterosexual. Homosexuality was completely 
illegal before 1967 for men. For women, there was no actual law but there could 
be prosecutions for other offences. There was also a social stigma in most cases 
if a woman was found to be a lesbian. 
When I was young there was astonishment when there was a news report of a 
man transitioning to female. This attitude has not changed much over the years 
unfortunately. 
In my teens I went into a certain bookshop and left with a magazine in a brown 
paper bag of topless young men. It was many years later before I saw my first 
gay porno movie! 
During the 1950s whilst I was growing up there were various scandals and 
appalling actions against gay men because of them being just that – gay. The 
commissioner of Scotland Yard conducted a witch hunt of gay men in the 
government. Many years later an openly gay MP had a civil partnership in the 
Houses of Parliament!  
In 1953 John Gielgud was arrested in Chelsea for cruising in a public lavatory 
and was fined. When the news broke he was in Liverpool and when he went on 
stage he was given a standing ovation. However, he did not acknowledge 
publicly being gay but that was before the 1967 Act. Also in 1953 the police 
pursued a purge of society homosexuals. This led to the imprisonment of 
Michael Pitt-Rivers and Peter Wildeblood for acts of what was then indecency. 
Also implicated was Edward Montagu – the 3rd Baron Montagu of Beaulieu.  
In 1954 Alan Turing committed suicide after receiving chemical castration as an 
alternative to prison. 
In 1958 The Homosexual Law Reform Society was founded, following the 
Wolfenden Report the previous year, to begin a campaign to make 
homosexuality legal in the UK. 
In 1959, Alan Horsfall (who I had the pleasure of meeting many years later), a 
Labour councillor in Lancashire, tabled a motion to his local Labour party to 



National AIDS Helplines 
 

“You can ask what you want to ask” 
0800567123 

LINKS ON THE WEBSITE 
 
You may have noticed there are some links missing from the website. We did 
have several relating to drink and drug dependency and rehabilitation. We only 
accept links if they relate specifically to LGBT people. The first request we 
received fulfilled all the questions I asked. However, later we received another 
request from a similar firm asking us to add them too. They did not deal with 
Gloucestershire or LGBT specifically so were declined. I then reviewed the first 
link. They now were linked to an American site with no reference to local links. 
They have also been removed. I reported the matter to the Committee who 
upheld the decision. 
We decided to review all links etc on an annual basis.  
M 

back the decriminalisation of homosexuality. The motion was rejected but Alan 
and fellow activist Anthony Grey later formed the North West Homosexual Law 
Reform Committee. 
In 1963 The Minorities Research Group (MRG) became the UK’s first lesbian 
social and political organisation. they went on to publish their own lesbian 
magazine called Arena Three. 
In 1964 The North West Homosexual Law Reform Committee, subsequently the 
North West branch of the national Homosexual Law Reform Committee, was 
founded. It challenged the medical view of homosexuality as a sickness and 
called for its decriminalisation. The first meeting was held in Manchester and 
became the national Campaign for Homosexual Equality in 1969. 
In 1966 the first attempt to change the law was given a second reading but fell 
when Parliament was dissolved soon after for the General Election of that year. 
Also during that year The Beaumont Society, a London based social/support 
group for people who cross-dress or who are trans was founded. 
In 1967 The Sexual Offences Act was eventually passed. This was partial 
decriminalisation but still a milestone on the road to liberation. The Act 
decriminalised homosexual acts between two men over the age of 21 in private 
in England and Wales. It did not extend to Scotland, Northern Ireland, the 
Channel Islands or the Isle of Man. A third person could not be present and men 
could not have sex in a hotel.  
 

And so the first part of this look at our history comes to an end. Do you 
remember any of these events? Send in your memories, and we will try to include 
them! The Editor 



FORTHCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
May 
2nd Malvin K 
2nd Roy G 
5th Davina H 
 
June 
7th Deric P 
13th Steve B 
28th Rob P 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 
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Gay & Lesbian Humanist 

Association (GALHA) 
http://www.galha.org/ 

 
Lesbian & Gay Christian 

Movement 
Alan 0117 982 1512 

http://www.lgcm.org.uk/ 

 
Jewish Lesbian & Gay 

Help Line 
Mon & Thurs 

020 7706 3123 
 

Gay Bereavement Project 
Helpline: 020 7403 5969 

Tuesday 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

 
Beaumont Society 

(Transgender Issues) 
http://www.

beaumontsociety.org.uk/ 

 
Transvestite Help Line 

Rita 
0117 951 4481 

Gay Girls of 
Gloucestershire 
07561 067888 

http://www.
gaygirlsofgloucestershire.

co.uk 

 
Gay Men’s Project 
West of England 
0117 955 1000 

Wiltshire and Swindon 
01793 695 300 

 
Living Springs 

Metropolitan Community 
Church, Bath 
01172 301170 

Gay Outdoor Club 
The national website has changed to http://www.goc.org.uk so all you out-doors 
types log on and see what you could be getting involved in! 
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July 
11th Stuart H 
14th Mark M 
14th Rosie G 
29th Paul D 
29th Tony B 
 
August 
19th Ian V 
21st Norina S 



GGLC’s SOCIAL 
CALENDAR  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

 

May 
3rd    Coffee, Chat and Raffle  
14th  Evening Meal at Fairview Garden Centre 
 
June 
7th   Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
25th  Skittles at the Farmers Club, Glos 
 
July 
5th    Coffee, Chat, Raffle  
7th    Cheltenham Midsummer Fiesta 
8th    Group Picnic at Mallards Pike at 1pm 
 

August 
2nd   Coffee, Chat, Raffle  
12th  Rounders at Minchenhampton Common 
 
Advanced Warnings and Notes! 
 
On 8th of September is the Gloucestershire Pride. 
The Annual Dinner is on the 27th October. This is a 
 ticket only event, so keep an eye out on the website 
and at them meetings as there will be short notice in 
the next Newsletter! 
If anyone has an idea for a relevant day out, or just a 
day out people may enjoy, speak up, we need your 
ideas! 
 

The diary is subject to change  due to changes in circumstances,  
whim, Editor’s insanity and attacks by pigmy shrews... 
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CONTACTING THE GGLC 
 

Gloucestershire Gay & Lesbian Community meets 1st Thursday 
monthly, from 7.30pm, in Gloucester city centre. A warm 
welcome is assured for everyone. For further details or 
directions please phone 07050 627273 or write to :- 

The Secretary, GGLC, c/o 50 Knowles Road,  
Gloucester GL1 4TP. (postal only) 

We also have our own website www.gglc.co.uk and the email 
address is info@gglc.co.uk  - several new members have 
contacted the Group this way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of any new venues opening, please let us know. 

Your Committee 
Chairman: Michael C-H.  
Vice-Chair: Howard H.  
Secretary: Peter C.  
Treasurer: Julie S. 
Membership Secretary: Rob 
P. 
Member: Chris D. 
Member: Richard 
 
Newsletter Editor: Graham V. 

STOP PRESS 
 

Just as this was about to go to press, our Secretary received an email from a lady called 
Tamara who asked if we could supply speaker/s for a new group she was opening in 
Malmesbury, Wiltshire. Peter asked for more details where are as follows: 
 
“We are based in Malmesbury at the Riverside Community Centre and it runs Wednesdays 
at 3.45 until 5.15p.m.” 

Thank you, 
Tamara  
If you know of anyone who this information could help, please pass it on.  
M 
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