


CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
 

There is so much happening, both in the world and in my 
personal life at the moment. 

Daily, we hear of more inhumanity to those who just happen to 
be LGBTI+ around the world. Chechnya is a predominantly 
Muslim, ultra-conservative society in which homophobia is 
widespread and homosexuality is taboo, and where having a gay 
relative is seen as a "stain on the entire extended family". Russian 
newspaper Novaya Gazeta reported earlier this month “that 
police rounded up more than 100 men suspected of 
homosexuality and at least three of them had been 
killed. Chechen authorities have denied the reports, while the spokesman for 
leader Ramzan Kadyrov insisted there were no gay people in the republic.! I 
mean, can you believe that anyone is supposed to believe that? What are they so 
afraid of – that they can catch ‘it’ by talking about it? Or, are so many 
indoctrinated that they have doubts about their own sexuality? 

This culling of Gays in Chechnya is not new – it’s happened quietly for some 
time. 

The UN's high commissioner for human rights has now called on the Russian 
government "to put an end to the persecution of people perceived to be gay or 
bisexual ... who are living in a climate of fear fuelled by homophobic speeches 
by local authorities." 
If that is not bad enough, Brunei is the latest Country to go back hundreds of 
years in equality of their citizens 

Dato Erywan, Brunei's foreign minister, has defended the country's new Sharia 
laws, saying they are aimed at protecting 'the sanctity of family lineage and 
marriage'. New laws will see the stoning of those engaging in homosexual acts 
or adultery. Evidence of gay sex could result in capital punishment, but Mr 
Erywan, said that evidence will required to the highest standard in cases of the 
death penalty. Those caught in Lesbian sex acts will be punished with 40 lashes. 

There was a demonstration last week, led Human Rights Activist Peter Tatchell, 
outside the Park Lane Hotel owned by the Brunei regime. Many celebrities such 
as George Clooney, Sir Elton John and Elen Degeneres are boycotting hotels 
owned the Brunei and encouraging others to do the same.  

It is hard to imagine the hurt and fear LGBTI people are suffering. The least you 
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Young People's Social Group 

GAY-GLOS Aims to provide a safe meeting place for LGBT young people (and 
those exploring their sexual orientation) aged between 14 to 18 years old in the 
county of Gloucestershire. 
We meet 12:00 midday to 3:00pm every second Saturday in Gloucester. The 
group is free to join and we are able to help those who need it with transport 
costs.  
Contact via our Website www.gay-glos.org or email to youth@gay-glos.org or 
leave a message on 07903 472899 and we will call you back. 

National AIDS Helplines 
 

“You can ask what you want to ask” 
0800567123 

GGLC Wrapped Auction 2019 
On 17th January 2019, 21 of our members met for our Annual Wrapped 
Auction. As ever we had a wide range of donations of different sizes 
and value. The lowest winning bid was 10p and the highest being 
£6.00. A grand total of £208.30 was raised which was £54.70 less than 
last year’s event. 
Many thanks to all who attended and donated their gifts, and of course 
for the very generous bids. This is always a fun evening and a very 
welcome boost to the group’s funds. 
Julie S. Treasurer 

can do is sign the on line petition. 

It makes me so angry that people are treated this way – just because a tag has 
been put on them. Many are just exploring their sexuality. It is not only the fear 
now but that will last their lifetime, living a secret life. I would suggest that our 
collections in April should go towards funds to help our LGBTI+ friends. 
There is so much more I could say, but had better stop now. 

I hope at this Easter period, a time of forgiveness and promise of a better future, 
you can give some thought to those not so fortunate. 

Happy Spring 

In friendship 
Michael 
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Membership update 
We have 53 members at this time. This figure is one up on the last 
newsletter report Winter 2018.  
We have 2 new members these being Ken B and Peter T. 
A very warm welcome to you both !  
 
Rob P. 
FILTON AND CONCORDE 
On Saturday 23rd of March a hoard of us descended on the Fliton Air Museum, 
most of us via a tour of the local roundabouts as the exterior signage from the 
motorway was obscured by a huge billboard! We arrived reasonably early in the 
day and parking was ample, always nice in a venue.  
On arrival most of us raided the café for some much needed refreshments, with 
some of the strongest coffee I have tasted in a while. 
The main museum was a fascinating journey through the history of aircraft 
development in Bristol, from the start at the beginning or the 1900s, right 
through to the latest commercial and military technology. It is not a big museum, 
but the amount of history and information packed into such a small space is 
impressive and educational. We also listened to a talk about a certain space 
telescope, both informative and entertaining. 
Then it was on to the second hanger, where we saw Concord. As you enter, you 
come nose to nose with this iconic aircraft and it’s as impressive as it always has 
been. There is a certain grace and pride that still shines though as you look over 
it. Only a few people at a time are allowed in, so queues can be long. The 
interior is very small, not a plane I would have enjoyed flying in. 
A very good day and well worth visiting. 
Graham, Editor  

Cheltenham Picnic in the Park -  Sunday May 12th 
 
PRIDE in Gloucestershire in collaboration with Cheltenham Borough 
Council and Cheltenham Borough Homes are holding a picnic at 
Pittville Park (in front of the Pump Rooms) on Sunday 12th May 2019 
from 12pm until 5pm. There will be stalls, food, drinks and a dog show 
along with other activities. Should be good fun and our banner and 
information leaflets will be out on the LGBT partnership stand. 



PRISM 
PRISM has recently relaunched. It is a group for LGBT+ people who work for the City and 
County councils. Gloucester City Council has unanimously passed a motion of all party 
support. GGLC has supported the setting up of PRISM. 

THE FUTURE 

No, I haven’t grown crystal balls! But the time leading up to the AGM , is 
always my time spent examining the previous year, what we have achieved and  
the future of the group. Are we strong enough to survive? Despite the number of 
years I have undertaken the role of Secretary, Treasurer and then Chair, I still 
worry that I am not fulfilling the role to my best ability.  

Two years ago, I was determined to stand down. That we needed fresh blood to 
bring in new ideas. You had other ideas and I was presented with “you don’t get 
out of this” clause! As touching and pleasing as it was, I have to admit that my 
personal life and that of Chair are now intertwined and part of my life. I don’t 
deny, it will be very difficult to “let go”. But it has to happen and I need to 
ensure that the continuity of the Group and our future success. We are the longest 
running group of its kind in the country. We have a tradition and responsibility to 
ensure we continue. I have thoughts on how I think we should enter the future 
and will explain this at our AGM. 

As I write this, I am planning to stand as Chair, if only for a while. For me, the 
next 12 months are going to be very busy. I have been nominated and elected to 
be High Chief Ranger for the Ancient Order of Foresters (a national organisation 
and nothing to do with the Forest of Dean). My year starts on June 23rd – it is a 
great honour and responsibility. I already have 40 events booked, including 
Dinners, opening events, AGM’s etc including Scotland, Guernsey, Jersey and 
across all the UK.  It is going to be really busy but most Thursdays are free! The 
one drawback is that I will be in Peterborough the weekend of the Annual 
Dinner. It will only be the 2nd one I have missed in 30 years. 

As part of my role, I choose a charity for my year. It is “Rays of Sunshine” for 
children. A most fantastic charity and do look it up on line. I am going to need as 
much help as I can, raising money and will be calling on my friends and 
colleagues in the GGLC to help me raise the £60,000 I have as my target.  

It is going to be quite a year and looking forward to it tremendously.  

This edition is due out at the AGM so my report read at the AGM will be in the 
next edition – if you see what I mean!. If you haven’t heard what the plan was, 
then come along next Thursday we are open! 
Michael 



Pride in Gloucestershire 
The theme this year is 50 years since Stonewall and one of PRIDEs 
committee members, Ollie Walker (a 3rd year Journalism student at the 
uni) is leading a project to gather 50 stories from Local LGBTQ + 
people in preparation for Pride on Saturday 14th September. We have 
pointed them in the direction of the Gay History project we were 
involved in a few years back, but if you have a story to tell, get in touch 
with them. 
They have already run a Rocky Horror Movie Night and had their 
Annual Ball to raise funds, and have received Lottery Funding, so our 
local PRIDE looks to be in good form for this year! 
Find them at the following websites: 
prideinglos.org.uk          https://en-gb.facebook.com/Prideinglos/ 

 Five Rivers Child Care  
We were contacted a short while ago by Kayla from Five Rivers 
regarding dispelling misconceptions around fostering. The press release 
they supplied is a little long for our Newsletter, so I will summarise. 
There are almost 7 thousand youngsters needing foster care in England, 
but some people are dissuaded from applying because they think they 
may not be eligible.  
We are a well informed group, so are mostly likely aware LGBTQ 
people are able to foster (over 60% of the population are not aware of 
this!), but did you know that being in rented accommodation, being 
single, childless or disabled are also not bars to being a foster carer? It 
seems large percentages of the public didn’t know. 
You do have to be over 21, probably not a problem in our Group, and 
have a spare room. 
The aim of them contacting us was, of course, to encourage us to 
become foster carers. So, if you thought you couldn’t be a foster carer, 
maybe now is a good time to check! Visit www.five-rivers.org for more 
information. 
Graham, Editor  



GGLC Membership Payments  
 
GGLC members have 4 choices when paying their membership, 

1 BACS 
2 CASH 
3 Cheque 
4 Pay-Pal 

Our preferred method of payment is via BACS for those who use internet 
banking, this way we get our money promptly and the members don’t have to 
wait for their cheques to clear the bank. 
Cash and cheques can be paid in person at any meeting, however due to us only 
meeting once a month now, cheques may not be paid into our bank very quickly 
and could possibly take a few weeks before they clear the member’s bank.  
The other option is to pay by Pay-Pal but by using this method GGLC loose a 
percentage of the money through administration costs. So please pay by BACS if 
you can or cash at our meetings. 
Many Thanks, Julie, Treasurer. 

NORTH SOMERSET LGBT FORUM 
This group is a voluntary forum whose aims are to provide a voice for the LGBT 
Community of North Somerset and to be the “go” organisation for the LGBT for 
their community.  They are looking at social activities and celebration of LGBT 
life and ideas of what the community would like to see happening, particularly in 
and around Weston Super Mare.  If you can help or are interested please get in 
touch with Nigel at nigel.nslgbtforum@gmail.com 

Raffle 
 

The Raffle takes place during our Thursday Coffee and Chat evenings, .  
Don’t forget to bring your money and all donations for prizes gratefully 

accepted.  

This is one of the few fund raising events for our group 

International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia 
IDAHOBIT is on 17th of May. The Group usually supports this every year with 
sales of ribbons at the meeting, and by attending local events commemorating 
the day. As we see an increase in hostility against us throughout the world and in 
our own back garden (recent protests at schools in Birmingham against our 
existence being mentioned), this is a good time to show we will not be voiceless 
victims again. 



Changes in my Lifetime—Musings by Howard, a serialised account 
 
In 1996 Chris Morris and Euan Sutherland brought two individual cases 
challenging  the inequality in divided ages of consent at the European Court of 
Human Rights. The cases were put on hold when the government stated its 
intention to bring in legislation to equalise the age of consent. 
In 1997 the Gloucestershire Gay Community became GGLC. Also in 1997 gay 
partners were given equal immigration rights. Equality Network was established 
in Scotland. 
In 1998 the Bolton 7, a group of gay and bisexual men, were convicted at Bolton 
Crown Court of offences of gross indecency under the Sexual Offences Act 1956 
and of age of consent offences under the Criminal Justice and Public Order Act 
1994. Although gay sex was partially decriminalised by the Sexual Offences Act 
1967, they were all convicted under section 13 of the 1956 Act because more 
than two men had sex together which was still illegal. During sentencing on 20 
February 1998 Gary Abdie, David Godfrey, Mark Love and Jonathan Moore (all 
of whom were in their early 20s), and Craig Turner (17 at the time of the 
offences but 18 when he appeared in court) were given probation and community 
service orders. The Judge gave Norman Williams a two-year suspended prison 
sentence and Terry Connell received a nine-month suspended sentence and was 
ordered to pay £500 towards the cost of the prosecution. Moore (20), Williams 
(33) and Connell (55) were also required to sign the Sex Offenders Register for 
the age of consent offences committed with Turner. Estimates of the overall cost 
of the prosecution were in the region of £500,000. 

Despite their convictions, none of them received custodial sentences possibly as 
a result of a high-profile campaign led by gay human rights group OutRage!. 
Over 400 letters were presented to the court in support of the men including 
those from MPs, Bishops and human rights groups. The letters urged the judge 
not to impose a custodial sentence, with one group, Amnesty International, 
pledging to declare the men prisoners of conscience should they be imprisoned. 
Also in 1998 the Labour party introduced an amendment to the Crime and 
Disorder Bill to set the age of consent at 16 for gay men. This amendment was 
removed by the House of Lords. 
In 1999 I was in a store in Amsterdam and was shocked to read a newspaper 
account of the bombing of the Admiral Duncan gay pub in Soho by former BNP 
member David Copeland. Three people were killed and at least 70 were 
wounded. A barman survived only to be murdered on a footpath by the Thames 
some time later. I attended a vigil in a local churchyard on my return from 
Holland.  



Local PRIDES 
May 12th            PRIDE in the Park—Cheltenham 
May 25/26th       Birmingham PRIDE 
June 1st               Oxford PRIDE 
June 29th            Stroud PRIDE 
July 13th             Bristol PRIDE 
July 27/28th        Weston Super Mare PRIDE 
August 10th        Swindon & Wiltshire PRIDE 
September 14th   PRIDE in Gloucestershire 
September 21st   Worcestershire PRIDE 
There are more and more PRIDES in our area, each with it’s own distinct 
flavour. Some are running to more than one day! If you go to any or all of theses, 
how about doing a short write up, so we can do a collection of stories about them 
in the next issue. Who knows, maybe we will be staring the “Good PRIDE 
Guide”!                                                                                     Graham—Editor 

Also in 1999 Queer Youth Alliance was formed. The equal age of consent to the 
Crime and Disorder Bill proposed by the Labour Government was blocked again 
in the House of Lords after a campaign headed by Baroness Young. Stephen 
Twigg became the first openly gay politician to be elected to the House of 
Commons and Michael Cashman became the first openly gay UK member 
elected to the European Parliament.  

In 2001 the Parliament Acts of 1911 and 1949 were used in order to get 
legislation changed because of problems with the House of Lords. The age of 
consent was lowered to 16 but a provision of 18 was put in for those in a position 
of  authority over  someone. Consensual group sex for gay men was also 
decriminalised. 

In 2002 same sex couples were granted equal rights to adopt.  

In 2003 Section 28 was repealed in England, Wales and Northern Ireland. 
Employment Equality Regulations made it illegal to discriminate against LGB 
people at work.  However, there were still issues to overcome in the workplace 
as I know both from personal experience and as a trade unionist. 
And so the fourth part of this look at our history comes to an end. Do you 
remember any of these events? Send in your memories, and we will try to include 
them! The Editor 



FORTHCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
May 
2nd Malvin K 
2nd Roy G 
5th Davina H 
5th Ken B 
17th Geoffrey C 
 
June 
7th Deric P 
14th David H 
28th Rob P 
 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 
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LGBT Humanists UK 

www.lgbthumanists.org.
uk/ 

 
OneBodyOneFaith 

Alan 0117 982 1512 
www.onebodyonefaith.

org.uk 

 
Jewish Lesbian & Gay 

Help Line 
Mon & Thurs 

020 7706 3123 
 

Gay Bereavement Project 
Helpline: 020 7403 5969 

Tuesday 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

 
Beaumont Society 

(Transgender Issues) 
www.beaumontsociety.

org.uk/ 

 
Transvestite Help Line 

Rita 
0117 951 4481 

Gay Girls of 
Gloucestershire 
07561 067888 

www.gaygirlsofglos.co.uk 

 
Gay Men’s Project 
West of England 
0117 955 1000 

Wiltshire and Swindon 
01793 695 300 

 
National LGBT Helpline 

0300 330 0630 
10am—10pm 

every day 

Gay Outdoor Club 
The national website is http://www.goc.org.uk so all you out-doors types log on 
and see what you could be getting involved in! 

Cover AutumnWinter 2016.psd

July 
11th Henry O 
11th Stuart H 
14th Rosie G 
15th Mark M 
22nd George S 
29th Anthony B 
29th Paul D 
 
August 
19th Ian V 
21st Norina S 
30th Craig F 



GGLC’s SOCIAL 
CALENDAR  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

 

May 
2nd   Coffee, Chat and Raffle  
12th  Cheltenham Picnic in the Park (not organised by  
us, but should be fun!) 
 
June 
6th    Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
19th  Evening Meal at Fairview Gardens 6:30pm 
         (pre-booked through Chris) 
 
July 
4th    Coffee, Chat, Raffle  
14th  Group Picnic at Mallard’s Pike 1:00pm 
17th  Rummikub Evening 7:30pm 
 

August 
1st     Coffee, Chat, Raffle 
20th  Skittles 7.00pm at Gloucester Farmers Club. 
 
Advanced Warnings and Notes! 
On Sunday 1st of September there is Rounders and 
a picnic at 1:00pm near Tom Long’s Post,  
Minchinhampton GL5 2PN, and of course there is 
the Annual Dinner on 26th October. The Dinner is 
ticketed, so keep in touch and get yours as early 
as possible! 
If anyone has an idea for a relevant day out, or just a 
day out people may enjoy, speak up, we need your 
ideas! 
 

The diary is subject to change  due to changes in circumstances,  
whim, Editor’s insanity and attacks by Malabar Giant Squirrels 
. 
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CONTACTING THE GGLC 
 

Gloucestershire Gay & Lesbian Community meets 1st Thursday 
monthly, from 7.30pm, in Gloucester city centre. A warm 
welcome is assured for everyone. For further details or 
directions please phone 07050 627273 or write to :- 

The Secretary, GGLC, c/o 50 Knowles Road,  
Gloucester GL1 4TP. (postal only) 

We also have our own website www.gglc.co.uk and the email 
address is info@gglc.co.uk  - several new members have 
contacted the Group this way! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of any new venues opening, please let us know. 

Your Committee 
Chairman: Michael C-H.  
Vice-Chair: Chris D.  
Secretary: Peter C.  
Treasurer: Julie S. 
Membership Secretary: Dee H. 
Member: Howard H.. 
Member: Paul C. 
 
Newsletter Editor: Graham V. 

STOP PRESS 
 

Please note—pre-booked or pre-paid events are that way so that venues can be 
given numbers and people arranging events are not left out of pocket. Unlike 
our regular monthly meetings, dropping in at the event is not permitted. 
The above list of the Committee may well change before you even have this 
Newsletter in your hands. Such is the nature of time and when the Newsletter 
has to be published. We can not change the laws of physics, time and causality 
with out a much stronger reason.  
The front cover is an image of a bulb mix called ‘Summer Rainbow’ by Bakker. 
If interested, they can be found at www.bakker.com/en-gb/p/summer-rainbow-
mix-M42086 

12 


