


CHAIRMAN’S LETTER 
 
Hi Everyone, 
We have enjoyed some really good times on Group Night recently. 
At coffee and chat there were over 20 of us. It was more like old 
times with a real buzz in the room. The Committee try really hard 
to create a varied programme for you but behind that we want guys 
and girls to support the Community, have an enjoyable evening with 
like minded people and make new friends. 
As well as the longest running group of it’s kind in the 
country, we are one of the few left.  Because of this, we 
also get abused by those purely seeking a link with a community for visa 
application reasons. They may collect several years worth of membership cards, 
but (and these days it is an ‘if’) Immigration do contact us, we can confirm they 
are a member but they have never attended a meeting or social activity. Not 
being part of a community is it? 
We are constantly asked to take part in Questionnaires, meetings, take part in 
project, from organizations all over the South West. Again, there are no groups 
left to get involved to fulfill the organizations “tick box” on LGBT issues. Of 
course, none of these organizations offer any funding or expenses in 
recompense.  All this involves a lot of work, which to be honest it too much to 
fulfil.  We do help with Gloucestershire issues. The rest are told we are a 
voluntary group and do not have the resources to help them. 
Saying that, don’t forget we still have a vacancy for the Committee.  At the 
moment we have to share the extra work between the existing members.  If you 
can help in any way, even just taking on one thing, then please let me know. 
I’m sure someone in MI6 reads our Newsletter. No sooner do I have a moan e.g. 
about Gay men being thrown to their death from buildings in Syria or the 
treatment of LGBT is Iran, that it appears in the news Mr Cameron is going to do 
something about it.  Have a few stern words on his next visit. All these horrible 
things are still happening so perhaps he forgot his promise? 
Till next time 
Michael x 
Chair 

Check out this link to Cheltenham Borough Council’s new LGBT page! 
http://www.cheltenham.gov.uk/info/200041/equality_and_diversity/295/
communities_of_interest/6 

2 



3 

Membership Update 
We have 63 members. This is a good increase of 6 against the last newsletter 
report summer 2015. 
We have 5 new members, Peter W, Jeremy R, Ian M, Paulo L and Brian H. A 
warm welcome to you all. I would like to mention that Brian H has rejoined after 
a break of some considerable time. It's good to have you back Brian ! 
Rob P. 
Membership secretary. 

BANGED UP 
In July, Howard, Peter, Neil and myself accepted an invitation from the “Real 
Voices” group for LGBT Prisoners to visit them at their next meeting. Mark and 
Rob also attended but due to being held up on the way, the prison would not 
admit them. (that’s what they said anyway – nothing to do with  looking dodgy 
then!) 
After a long wait and very convoluted passage around the prison, we were 
greeted by 15 inmates who had gathered for their meeting. It is a social group 
who made us very welcome. They do try and keep us with what is going on but it 
is very restricted with their lifestyle in confinement. They did celebrate Gay 
History Week and held their own Pride in June with a march around the exercise 
yard. They do get copies of ‘Gay Time’ and ‘Attitude’ which was a surprise. 
These they get through fundraising and donations (the GGLC had previously 
donated £30). 
We asked what they missed the most and the top answer was Visitors.  Many no 
longer have contact with family or friends – just to have someone to chat with, to 
find out about life in the outside world is quite a lift. 
They have asked if anyone from the Group would be prepared to visit, If so they 
will arrange passes. I am prepared to go down, but it is a fair way and there is the 
cost of petrol. I have suggested if others are interested, we go down together. I 
know the members of Real Voices would really appreciate it. We would need to 
arrange a programme of visits that we can commit to. It is best not to be too 
ambitious. 
If you are interested, contact me. 
Michael 

Julian Clary Theatre Visit 
 
Next year a group of us will be going to see Julian Clary during one of his 
theatre tours. Most of the tickets have gone, as you would expect, but if you are 
interested get in touch and maybe you will be lucky! 



GGLC Picnic at Canop Ponds. 

Sunday 19th July arrived with a sunny and warm disposition so a few 
members set off to meet at Canop Ponds in The Forest of Dean for our 
annual picnic. Chris & I were a little bit late arriving but were still able to 
enjoy our food with the dozen boys who were already there. There was 
some jolly banter while we ate, particularly about the art of eating a 
banana in company! But I seem to remember that both Rob P and I 
managed quite well. After our food had settled someone suggested a 
game of “French Cricket”, which I have to confess I had never played. 
Teaching me the finer points of this game caused much hilarity as I 
couldn’t seem to grasp the fact that I was not supposed to move and was 
constantly shouted at (nicely of course) by the boys who all knew the 
rules. Thankfully I was not “in” for long and spent much time chasing 
the ball into the brambles, (yes, I have scars to prove it). The afternoon 
progressed with some of our members going for walks around the pond 
with the two dogs who were present, and lots of convivial chat went on 
among us all while sharing the tasty strawberries brought along by Andy 
D. I think everyone present would agree that a lovely afternoon was 
enjoyed by us all, and we all look forward to next year, weather 
permitting. 

Julie S  

Raffle 
 

The Raffle takes place the last Thursday of the month.  Don’t forget to bring 
your money and all donations for prizes gratefully accepted. 

 

This is one of the few fund raising events for our group 
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ROUNDERS 
Rain stopped play this year but thanks to Mike B for organizing this annual 
event. I think this is the first time we had to cancel. 

The Wrapped Auction 
This is still in the future, next year even, but start thinking about what you can 
bring to this event (lots of cash, obviously!). It is one of the few money raising 
events of the year for us, so it worth supporting. It is also one of the most fun 
evenings of the year, with cut-throat competition, tension, surprises, laughter 
and more laughter! Come along and join in! 
Graham, Editor 
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NORTH SOMERSET LGBT FORUM 
This group is a voluntary forum whose aims are to provide a voice for the LGBT 
Community of North Somerset and to be the “go” organisation for the LGBT for 
their community.  They are looking at social activities and celebration of LGBT 
life and ideas of what the community would like to see happening, particularly in 
and around Weston Super Mare.  If you can help or are interested please get in 
touch with Nigel at nigel.nslgbtforum@gmail.com 

.GLOUCESTERSHIRE ARCHIVES 
The archives are still looking to expand their LGBTQ collection, particularly 
lesbian and transgender.  If you have any material, thoughts, stories contact 
Michael at the Group or e-mail sam.bairstow@gloucestershire.gov.uk 

Weston Super Mare Pride 
 
I got there early afternoon but there were not many people. There were a 
number of organisations who had stalls. There was a hoola hoop activity 
and a young PCSO was demonstrating his skills.  
There was a singer who went on far too long and a disappointing drag 
act. A can of cider cost me £2.50. I paid £3 to get in but that's life!  It was 
their second Pride. The first one was better. I hope they try again next 
year. 
Weather was good, though, and I was able to relax on a bench. 
Gloucester Pride was much better. 
Howard 

Parents Can Be Awesome….. 
 
A young person was nervously explaining, via text, to their father that they were 
bisexual. The conversation went like this…. 
 
Youngster: Okay, so I would identify as bisexual. 
Dad: And that means you would have a male partner. 
Youngster: Yep. 
Dad: Or a female partner. 
Youngster: Yep. 
Dad: And that means you’re bi. 
Youngster: Yep. 
Dad: So that means if you don’t find a partner you’re on standbi? 
Youngster: ……….. 
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Weekly events July to September 
 
Dave L was our first speaker in July with an illuminating and informative history 
of St. Kilda including some stunning photographs. GGLC had a stall at 
Cheltenham’s Midsummer Fiesta. Blessed with glorious weather our information 
stall attracted lots of attention. The Mayor and Mayoress stopped by on their 
tour and offered their help to the group and posed for photographs. We shall 
certainly participate at next year’s event –an excellent day with only one minor 
criticism from a man who couldn’t understand why we had to be there!!. Thanks 
go to Michael, Peter and Howard for manning the stall.  

For the first time in several years our picnic in Cannop Ponds went ahead with a 
good turnout on a sunny afternoon. “Call My Bluff” presented by Peter, Andy 
and Neil had its annual outing, with members guessing correctly over 50% of the 
weird words on offer. A trip to Fairview Garden Centre a short distance from 
Gloucester was affected by the rain, but the members who attended, enjoyed 
the afternoon. The homemade cheesecake served in the café by one of the 
partners is definitely worth the effort.  

Michael had arranged for interested members to meet up at Ashfield Prison. We 
were made very welcome and our meeting was attended by 15 or so of their 
group. We were presented with a copy of their newsletter and listened to their 
views. It was agreed that our members would be asked if anyone wants to visit 
or correspond with them on a regular basis. Mike and Rob presented another 
popular night of Bingo and Julie presented a very challenging quiz. Lillie from 
Cheltenham BC visited the group to discuss the Community Grant and how the 
money would be deployed. There was a lively discussion as always. Bad weather 
caused us to cancel Rounders this year. Several members managed to attend 
Weston S-M Pride. Michael presented the regular Music Night with members 
playing their favourite pieces. 

Another varied programme of events, and the Committee would be pleased to 
hear from anyone who could present an evening.  Contact details appear 
elsewhere in the newsletter. 

 
Peter C 

National AIDS Helplines 
 

“You can ask what you want to ask” 
0800567123 
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Main:  
Beef—(roast beef, yorkshire 
pudding, roasted potatoes, 
gravy  
Chicken—(pancetta wrapped 
chicken, roasted potatoes, garlic 
& tomato sauce 
Lamb—(roasted lamb shank, 
creamed potato, mint jus ) 
Salmon—(scottish salmon 
fillet, crushed new , potatoes, 
dill cream) 
Tostada  (v) - (oven baked 
goat’s cheese & red onion 
tostada, roasted new potatoes, 
dressed mixed salad) 
All served with seasonal mixed 

Please send me ……tickets at £15 and ……..at £22.95 
 

I enclose Cheque/P.O for £ …………. made payable to GGLC 
 
Name……………………….. Address…………………………………………. 
                                                               …………………………………………. 
                                                               …………………………………………. 
 
Email or telephone number should we need to contact you ………………… 
 
                          Please let us know of  any special dietary requirements 

G.G.L.C.  Annual  Dinner  2015 
will be held at 

 
 Gupshill Manor, Tewkesbury GL20 5SY 

on 
Saturday  October   24 - 7.30 for 8.00 p.m. 

       Tickets £15 (Members) and £22.95 (Non Members) 
 
Please choose your menu from the list below (1 item from each 
column) and return with payment to: 
The Secretary, GGLC  c/o 50 Knowles Road, Gloucester , GL1 4TP 

NO LATER THAN MONDAY OCTOBER 12 2015 

Starter : 
Soup    (v)   
(tomato and  & rustic 
bread)   
Parfait       
(chicken liver parfait, red 
onion marmalade & 
rustic bread)         
Salmon                
(smoked salmon, crème 
fraiche, balsamic 
dressing) 
Garlic Bread (v) 
(grilled cheesy garlic 
ciabatta)                                                                                                                   

Dessert: 
Brownie 
(chocolate brownie 
chantilly cream) 
Crumble 
(apple & berry crumble 
& custard) 
Brulee     
(raspberry and vanilla 
dressing  crème brulee, 
shortbread)  
Cheese 
(trio of  cheeses, fruit 
chutney, biscuits) 
 
Tea and Coffee 
included 
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LAST NEWSLETTER 
“What We Do To Each Other” was a well written piece by Graham. Thank you 
Graham as it brought to the fore some thoughts of my own.  
Nowadays, it is politically correct to quote “LGBTIQONB” or Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Inquiring, Questioning, Other, Non Binary. I only identify my 
sexuality as Gay I don’t’ feel part of a LGBTIQONB society. Now I understand 
why ‘Lesbian and Gay’ – it makes sense. But who decided to add Bisexual and 
so on and so on? I really don’t feel comfortable being “lumped together” in this 
way. Nothing against people who identify in other categories as we socialise, 
live and work with other. Despite that we are individuals first and foremost. 
Do we have infighting and discrimination? Sure we do but the improvement over 
the years is fantastic. I think it gets better and better the more we integrate into 
society as a whole.  Will it ever be wiped out – No, because we are free thinking 
individuals and try to respect others point of view, even if we do not agree with 
it. 
As for Pride, I think it should change over time with the emphasis moving away 
from ‘Lesbian and Gay’ to ‘Equality for All’ – to show that sexuality differences 
do not matter. That way everyone and their partner of whatever persuasion will 
be welcome. When I was Chair of Pride I insisted the March be call a Parade – a 
celebration of what had taken place in Stonewall and the progress yet to come. 
I remember when the term “bisexual” became more acceptable – it must be the 
most common active sexuality but the one least talked about and accepted. For 
many years the joke was that bisexuals were just greedy.  
Non Binary – I must be getting old as I still find this hard to accept.  Until an 
asexual individual can reproduce with fragmentation (i.e. reproduce on their 
own) we will need two genders. Not that I don’t respect how that person sees 
themselves, just that I can’t understand it. If you feel Non Binary how can you 
be identified in Society or enjoy a satisfying live. At this time in history it feels it 
has gone too far.  No matter what you describe or define yourself as, there are 
very few people who do not want to be part of a community. Probably in 20 
years time Non Binary will be accept as Bisexual is today. Right or wrong, but 
right now that’s how I see it. Or I do until someone else has a better viewpoint – 
from you perhaps? 
A personal point of view from MCH 
Vacancy on the Committee 
Committee members are in short supply, and the post of Health Promotion is 
currently vacant. Members can be co-opted onto the Committee, so if you are 
interested in this post, let us know! 



Young People's Social Group 

GAY-GLOS Aims to provide a safe meeting place for LGBT young people (and 
those exploring their sexual orientation) aged between 14 to 18 years old in the 
county of Gloucestershire. 

We meet 12:00 midday to 3:00pm every second Saturday in Gloucester. The 
group is free to join and we are able to help those who need it with transport 
costs.  

Contact via our Website www.gay-glos.org or email to youth@gay-glos.org or 
leave a message on 01452 306800 and we will call you back. 
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Community Report 
Gloucester 
The Gloucestershire Association for Voluntary and Community Action 
(GAVCA) and the new managing director of the City Council will be meeting 
soon in order to improve relations between the council and the voluntary sector. I 
am representing GGLC at this meeting and I have already attended two planning 
meetings. 
I attended the AGM of Gloucestershire Older Peoples Association (GOPA) on 
behalf of the GGLC. A report was given on the “tea and tell” events in which we 
participated. 

Cheltenham 
Information about the GGLC and other gay groups is now on the new LGBT 
page in the Involving Communities section of the Cheltenham Borough Council 
website. A picture from our archive heads the page. 
I continue to attend planning meetings for the hate crime awareness week to be 
held in October. 
I am helping with the Night Safe project in order to identify and promote LGBT 
friendly premises. 
I now attend the Cheltenham voluntary and community sector meetings in 
addition to the Gloucester meetings. 
A group has been formed, working with Cheltenham Borough Council, to 
progress LGBT social events and activities. The group includes Gay Glos, 
Cheltenham Borough Homes and Active Gloucestershire in addition to the 
GGLC. 
Howard H 
Vice Chair  



FORTHCOMING BIRTHDAYS 
 

October 
1st Peter S 
 

November 
2nd Meg H. 
13th William R. 
19th Shayan N. 
 

December 
9th Howard H. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO YOU ALL 

9th Robert N. 
13th John W. 
20th Bande D. 
27th Carol L. 
 

January 
7th David L. 
25th Chris D. 
27th Julie S. 
31st Tony R. 
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Gay & Lesbian Humanist 

Association (GALHA) 
http://www.galha.org/ 

 
Lesbian & Gay Christian 

Movement 
Alan 0117 982 1512 

http://www.lgcm.org.uk/ 

 
Jewish Lesbian & Gay 

Help Line 
Mon & Thurs 

020 7706 3123 
 

Gay Bereavement Project 
Helpline: 020 7403 5969 

Tuesday 7.30pm to 
9.30pm 

 
Beaumont Society 

(Transgender Issues) 
http://www.

beaumontsociety.org.uk/ 

 
Transvestite Help Line 

Rita 
0117 951 4481 

Gay Girls of 
Gloucestershire 
07561 067888 

http://www.
gaygirlsofgloucestershire.

co.uk 

 
Gay Men’s Project 
West of England 
0117 955 1000 

Wiltshire and Swindon 
01793 695 300 

 
Living Springs 

Metropolitan Community 
Church, Bath 

01172 2301170 

Gay Outdoor Club 
The national website has changed to http://www.goc.org.uk so all you out-doors 
types log on and see what you could be getting involved in! 



GGLC’s SOCIAL 
CALENDAR  

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

 
October 
1st     Maggies Ukelele Night 
8th    Peter’s News Quiz 
15th   Social Night at the Station Hotel 
22nd   An Evening with the Seekers 
24th   Annual Dinner 
29th   Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
 
November 
5th     Stonewall Housing—a talk by Tina W 
12th   Film Night—Kinky Boots (7.30 prompt start!) 
19th   Taboo—A games night! 
26th   Coffee, Chat and Raffle 
 

December 
3rd     Dog Race Night 
10th   Christmas Music Night—Julie (Bring Your Own) 
17th   Christmas Party  
24th   No Meeting at FMH, Christmas Eve! 
31st     No Meeting at FMH, New Year’s Eve! 
 

January 2016! 
7th     Charades—Julie and Michael CH 
14th   Wrapped Auction 
21st     Film—Ice Age (just for fun!) 
28th   Coffee, Chat and Raffle  
 

Advanced Warnings and Notes! 
 

 
The diary is subject to change  due to changes in circumstances,  
whim, Editor’s insanity and attacks by weasels.. 
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CONTACTING THE GGLC 
 
Gloucestershire Gay & Lesbian Community meets most 
Thursdays, from 7.30pm, in Gloucester city centre. A warm 
welcome is assured for everyone. For further details or 
directions please phone 07050 627273 or write to :- 

The Secretary, GGLC, c/o 50 Knowles Road,  
Gloucester GL1 4TP. (postal only) 

 
We also have our own website www.gglc.co.uk and the email 
address is info@gglc.co.uk  - several new members have 
contacted the Group this way! 
 

LOCAL ‘HAUNT’ 
 

Well….. Bit difficult this one…… 
The Station Hotel is probably the best  
option, and we will be meeting there 

a few times this session. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

If anyone knows of any new venues opening, please let us know. 
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Your Committee 
 
Chairman: Michael C-H.  
Vice-Chair: Howard H.  
Secretary: Peter C.  
Treasurer: Julie S. 
Membership Secretary: Rob 
P. 
Member: Chris D. 
 
Newsletter Editor: Graham V. 


